About the publication
The ‘Measuring Progress - Water ecosystems and the SDGs’ report aims to provide evidence to the interlinkages of water- and marine-related SDG indicators among each other and with other SDG indicators related to the environment, biodiversity, and society. The SDG targets related to water and marine are found in the Sustainable Development Goals 6 ‘Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all’ and Goal 14 ‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development’. Water and marine ecosystems provide a wide range of services to our societies and economies and are impacted by a variety of factors. The publication will explore a statistical analysis to identify, based on SDG indicator data, the linkages and interdependencies of socio-economic outcomes/well-being and water and marine ecosystems and identify opportunities to close the data gap.

UNEP, in its role as the Secretariat for this publication, is starting the preparations for this publication by identifying enthusiastic and experienced co-chairs: one in the field of water and another in the field of integrated analysis. The main role of the co-chairs is to coordinate the whole publication. The proposed terms of reference below provide more details on the main functions that you, as a co-chair would be undertaking.

Proposed terms of reference for Measuring Progress: Water Ecosystems and the SDGs co-chair

The role of the co-chairs for the ‘Measuring Progress: Water Ecosystems and the SDGs’ report is primarily a coordination role for the whole publication.  With the assistance of the Secretariat, the SDG and Environment Statistics unit at UNEP, Nairobi, the co-chairs would: 

· Chair at least two working groups on the discussion of the methodology and the presentation of the results of the statistical analysis, 
· Advise on the most suitable data-based statistical analysis method for the identification of the interlinkages between indicators,
· Take part in the fine-tuning of the statistical methodology that will be performed by an independent/external entity,
· Attend occasional meetings with the report production secretariat, and possibly one or more sets of authors, to discuss the direction of the publication and provide input, where necessary, on how to optimize its content,
· Review the content and quality of the publication,
· Chair at least one meeting on the conclusion/recommendation part of the publication, 
· Contribute to or participate in occasional planned media events/products related to the dissemination/visibility of Measuring Progress: Water Ecosystems and the SDGs.




Proposed Publication timeline
	Activity
	Proposed time (estimated co-chair time[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  Estimated actual time commitment from co-chairs] 

	Actual 

	Methodology development based on internal consultations
	3 weeks
(1 day)
	February 2022

	1st Expert Group Meeting (external consultations) on the methodology
	(2 days, 3 hours per day)
	3rd week of February 2022

	Development of statistical analysis results
	4 weeks
(1 day)
	March 2022

	Expert Group Meeting with Presentation of Results
	(2 days, 3 hours per day)
	Last week of March 2022

	Drafting
· Report drafting (6 weeks)
· Review by co-chairs (1 week)
· Drafting of conclusions and recommendations (2 weeks)
	2 months
(7 days)
	April- May 2022

	Peer review and revisions
· Internal/ External review (3 weeks)
· Comments incorporations (3 weeks)
· Chief Scientist and gender focal point (2 weeks)
· Additional comments incorporations (1 week)
	2 months
(1 day)
	June– July 2022

	Scientific Editor
	1 month
	August 2022

	Draft Finalization
	1 month
	September 2022

	Layout and design
	1 month
	October 2022

	Launch and possible outreach activities
	(1 day and optional additional time commitment)
	December 2022



